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INTRODUCTION

The Pope Family Papers (1829 - 1906) are centered on two families in Blount and
Williamson Counties, Tennessee, Dr. Samuel Pride (1799 - 1863), physician, and
Reverend Fielding Pope ( ), minister. The donor of these materials is Mary A. Pope
of Franklin, Tennessee.

The materials in this collection measure .84 linear feet. There are no restrictions on the
materials.

Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Pope Family Papers may be made
for purposes of scholarly research.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Pope Family Papers, containing approximately 77 items, span the period 1829 -
1906. The collection is composed of an announcement, association, institutions, etc.,
(Freemasonry) membership, church record, correspondence, court records, currency,
bank notes, etc., diaries, financial documents, an invitation, a legal document, military
records, printed materials, promissory notes, school records, a slave record, and several
miscellaneous items.

Most of the correspondence is of a family nature and consists of letters between Dr.
Samuel Pride (1799 - 1863) and his children and Reverend Fielding Pope ( ) and his
children of Blount and Williamson Counties, Tennessee. The letter that has the most
historical interest is the one written by Dr. Pride, dated October 8, 1863, to his wife,
Mary Montgomery (Sharp) Pride (1806 - 1867), describing the recent Battle of
Chickamauga and his concern for the safety of his wife and their property in East
Tennessee [see Box 1, f. 9]. Dr. Pride died seventeen days later from typhoid fever and
pneumonia.

There are eight diaries in the collection, seven by Mary Ann (Pride) Pope ( )
and one by her husband, Thomas Andrew Pope (1827 - 1900). The entries note weather
conditions, letters received and written, visitors, birthdays and anniversaries, and family
activities.

Military records include the election of officers of the 3rd Regular Tennessee
Volunteers, CSA, orders, passes, etc.

A slave bill of sale in 1849 records that a three and a half year old Negro boy named
“John Henry” was sold for $100.00 in Baltimore City, Maryland.



CONTAINER LIST

Box 1

Announcements — Funeral — A.J. White, 1836

Associations, institutions, etc. — Freemasonry — Membership — Samuel Pride, 1829
Church Records — Pledge Agreement — John S. Mck.- Pride, 1855
Correspondence — Andrews, H.F. - Pankes, Will

Correspondence — Patton, H.L. - Patton, Theresa (Pope)

Correspondence — Pope, Cynthia E. - Pope, Fielding

Correspondence — Pope, Mary A. (Pride) - Pope, Thomas A.
Correspondence — Pride, John S. McK. - Pride, Martha Montgomery (Sharp)
Correspondence — Pride, Samuel

10. Correspondence — Sharp, James M. - author unknown

11. Court Records — Charge — Immoral and Unchristian Conduct

12. Court Records — Summons — Winfield White, 1850

13. Currency, Bank Notes, etc.

14. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1882

15. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1893

16. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1894
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Box 2

1. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1896

2. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1901

3. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1903

4. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Mary Pope, 1906

5. Diaries, memoirs, etc. — Thomas A. Pope, 1856

6. Financial Documents — Cancelled Checks

7. Invitations — T.A. Pope

8. Legal Documents — Affidavit — J.N. Puckett, 1865

9. Maps — War maps of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines

10. Memorabilia
11. Military Records — Claimant’s applications — Samuel Spratt, 1863
12. Military Records — Election of Officers — 3rd Regular Tennessee Volunteers, CSA,

1862

13. Military Records — Orders, 1863 & 1864

14. Military Records — Passes, 1863

15. Military Records — Soldier’s ticket, n.d.

16. Photographs, drawings, etc. - Miscellaneous

17. Poetry - Miscellaneous

18. Printed Materials — Pamphlet — Program of Pain’s “Last Days of Pompeii” —
Nashville, Tennessee, 1891

19. Promissory Notes



20. School Records — Composition — Samuel Pope, 1869 & n.d.
21. Slaves — Bills of Sale, 1849
22. Taxes — T.A. Pope, 1890



NAME INDEX

This is a name index of the correspondence only in the Pope Family Papers, together
with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents. The figures in
parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one. The last numbers refer to the
box and folder in which the material is to be found.

Andrews, H.F. to Thomas Pope, 1898, re: seeking help on tracing Giles Hamblin family
line, 1-4

Best, John to Campbell McEwen & Groesbeck, 1866, re: receipt of money on account, 1-
4

Black, John S. (3) to John Sharp, 1829, re: accounting of Uncle Joseph’s estate; suit with
Alexander Sharp not settled yet, 1-4

Cannon, John (2) to Martha Sharp, 1825, re: expressions of love and affection, 1-4

Eagleton, Wm. To Martha Pride, 1865, re: describes the dissolution of his home after the
war; laments the passing of his wife, 1-4

Flourney, Willie to A.C. Horton, 1834, re: requesting that Horton arrange to pick up
money being held for him, 1-4

G. Ricker and Co. to Parkes, Plunket & Co., 1852, re: announcing dissolution and
reorganization of business, 1-4

McEwen, John B. to David Campbell, 1822, re: business matter, 1-4

McKarny (?), J.A. to Thomas A. Pope, 1852, re: description of his travels in Eastern

cities; presentation of claims to the 3rd Auditor of the Treasury Dept.; theatrical
productions in Washington, D.C., 1-4

Meigs and Wall to T.A. Pope, 1877, re: claims of property taken from Mrs. M. Pride by
U.S. troops in Blount Co., Tennessee, in 1863, 1-4

Pankes, Will to James Plunket, 1854, re: business matter, 1-4

Patton, Halie L. to Thomas A. Pope, 1853, re: news from Maryville, Tennessee; personal
news, 1-5

Patton, R.S. (8) to Thomas A. Pope, 1848-1852, re: invitation to attend a “Barbecue”
given by citizens of Cassville, Georgia for volunteers returned from Mexico; election
of “Old Zack” Taylor to the Presidency; low state of business conditions; flurry of
marriages; mass meeting at Dalton; pleasant evenings spent at “candy parties”;
California fever; Masonic activity; small pox epidemic abating; farmers and
merchants depressed; collection of debts; closing out co-partnership; glad to hear that
Tom is getting married; still mourns the loss of his wife; anxious to see Julia; return to
Adairsville, Georgia; rejoiced to hear that Julia has improved; loneliness; Mr. Trimble
discourages him in selling interest in business; determined to leave Adairsville upon
expiration of co-partnership, 1-5

Patton, Theresa C. to Mary Ann (Pride) Pope, 1849, re: impressions of Cassville,
Georgia; description of visit to a cave, 1-5



Patton, Theresa C. (5) to Thomas A. Pope, 1850-1852, re: personal news; description of
Mrs. Trimble and her baby; discussion of suitors for Parthenia, Hale and Hannabh;
Thomas’s impending marriage; concern over sister Parthenia’s condition, 1-5

Pope, Cynthia E. (7) to Thomas A. Pope, 1846, re: description of how she spent
Christmas; a visit to the asylum and fires in Nashville; murder committed following
circus visit to Nashville; family news; area deaths; account of the Methodist camp
meeting proceedings; murder of a respected citizen named Porterfield by a man called
Judson; description of companies of volunteers forming and leaving for the Mexican
War service; sorry to learn that her brother has begun smoking, 1-6

Pope, Fielding to Thomas A. Pope, 1852, re: reflections on the loss of three daughters in
such a short period of time; concern regarding the salvation of Thomas’s soul, 1-6

Pope, Mary A. (Pride) (4) to Thomas A. Pope, n.d. — 1864, re: conversation with her
father regarding their engagement; personal news; family news; mother improving;
anxiously awaiting Thomas’s safe return, 1-7

Pope, [Theresa C.] to Thomas A. Pope, n.d., re: personal news, 1-7

Pope, Thomas, Jr. to [Mary A. Pope], 1876, re: personal news, 1-7

Pope, Thomas (7) to Mary A. (Pride) Pope, 1851-1853, re: reciting how lonely he is
while she is away; describes trip from Marysville to Nashville; on business trip to
New York City; on business trip to Charleston, SC and Philadelphia, PA; in service
with the Confederate army at Knoxville, Tennessee, 1-7

Pride, John S. McK. to Mary A. (Pride) Pope, 1849, re: family and area news, 1-8

Pride, John S. Mck. (3) to Thomas A. Pope, 1852-1863, re: advice on Thomas entering a
co-partnership; camp meeting; broken off affair with Miss Ada; father died from
pneumonia contracted while treating wounded soldiers, 1-8

Pride, John S. McK. to Samuel & Martha (Sharp) Pride, 1857, re: unhappiness with
living in Philadelphia; visit to historic sites in Philadelphia; report on lunatic asylum
facility at Franklin Institute for possible incarceration of Cousin Isabella, 1-8

Pride, Mary M. (Sharp) (7) to Mary A. (Pride) Pope, 1849-1861, re: concern over
daughter’s studies; family news; clothes; father’s race for the State Senate; reports
troops passing through Nashville en route to Kentucky to do battle with the Union
forces, 1-8

Pride, Samuel to Mary A. (Pride) Pope, 1849, re: advice about Mary’s school studies, 1-9

Pride, Samuel (6) to Mary M. (Sharp) Pride, 1829-1863, re: anxious to see her;
campaigning; impressions of Congress; announcement of the death of General
Quitman; sale of Negroes at Staunton, VA, investigating the estate of the father of
Mary’s stepmother in Lexington, VA, attending the sick and the wounded from the
Battle of Chickamauga; outlines terms by which he would be willing to return home
(Tennessee); permission to sell property if prospective purchase arises; arrangement
for collection of debts; description of the Battle of Chickamauga; news of local men
involved in the battle; concerns over Federal treatment of Southern civilians behind
the lines; [Dr. Pride died on Oct. 25, seventeen days after his last letter to his wife],
1-9

Pride, S.F. to Grandma, 1866, re: personal and family news, 1-9



Sharp, James M. to Martha M. (Sharp) Pride, 1867, re: family news; farming matters;
death of his brother-in-law, Nicholas Earnest; death of his cousin, Ann Earnest, 1-10

Stone, Josephine (2) to Martha M. (Sharp) Pride, 1867, re: plans to return articles
belonging to Mrs. Pride’s late husband, Samuel, delayed by the death of her own
husband, 1-10

Wallace, M.S. to Mary (Pride) Pope, 1885, re: delay in writing due to being busy in
making repairs to house; shocked over the death of Lizzie (?) W. Mann; house has
been promised to Emm, 1-10

Wilson, R.I. to Thomas A. Pope, 1850, re: request to bring back from NYC a compass
and chain for surveying which he has ordered, 1-10

Zook (?), Will to Thomas A. Pope, 1832, re: political news from Maryville, 1-10



